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RAG Charity Application Criteria

The raison d’être of the RAG organisation is the raising of funds through voluntary donations, which are distributed on an annual basis to local (preferably independent) charities. RAG is a team of student volunteers and as well as voluntary donations, we organize events, raids and challenges encouraging student participation.

 Any charity wishing to apply to be one of RAG’s four chosen charities for the year must submit a RAG charity application form. Charity application forms are sent out by the RAG Treasurer or by a nominated representative. A copy is supplied as Appendix 1 of this document.

There are initial criteria that will qualify a charity to be considered.  These are:
1. If the charity is based within Northern Ireland.

2. If the money received will be used within Northern Ireland by the charity.

3. If the charity receives little or no government funding.

These criteria are based upon the key objective of RAG; to support local (preferably independent) charities.

Some application forms may be sent out and submitted by charities that do not meet the initial required criteria.  In these cases, the charity’s application will be refused.
Those charities that meet the initial criteria and have submitted an application form will then be recommended to the Community, Equality and Diversity Committee by the RAG Executive Committee, based upon (in no particular order)

1. The nature of the work that the charity is involved in.

2. The perceived relevance of the charity to the lives of young people (in particular students).

3. The immediate need of the charity for funding assistance.

4. Support and funding given by other bodies.

(Please note this list is not exhaustive)

Please also note that, if the charity is affiliated to a particular political party or religious organisation, this does not prevent them from being chosen, but this factor will be taken into consideration.  RAG has no political or religious affiliation.
The 8 recommended charities that have been put forward by the RAG Committee will be approved by the Community, Equality and Diversity Committee of Student Representative Council will then be voted upon at the Inaugural Meeting of that Committee.  If more information is requested regarding any of the charities, the vote can be deferred until the next Committee meeting; this course of action is only encouraged if a majority of the Committee feel that there is not enough information supplied.  
All charities that have submitted an application will then be notified (insofar as this is possible) regarding whether or not they have been chosen as one of RAG’s eight nominated charities for the year.  A list of all charities, complete with contact details, which have submitted applications for consideration shall be retained by the RAG organisation. 
On the 6th, 7th and 8th of March the 8 nominated charities will be put to an open, online, student vote whereby every student can vote for the four charities they want RAG to raise money for. 

Once the four charities have been chosen by the student body, a representative will then be invited for a meeting with the RAG Committee and team leaders, where the plans and events for the coming year will be outlined and as an opportunity for explanation as to how RAG operates, when money will be distributed etc.
Appendix 1: 

RAG charity application form

RAG stands for Raise and Give and has been an integral part of the Students’ Union at Queen’s University Belfast for the best part of a century.  The raison d’être of the RAG organisation is the raising of funds through voluntary donations, which are distributed on an annual basis to local (preferably independent) charities.  This is carried out by a group of dedicated students. RAG also holds street collections and ‘one off’ events across Northern Ireland for different charities who are not nominated as RAG charities for the year. 

The deadline for this years’ charity application form is the 4th February, 5pm. Please email through to vpcommunity@qub.ac.uk.  
Name of the charity: 






Charity Number: 






Contact person within the charity: 






Charity Address and contact number: 






Last Financial years’ total income: 






Please breakdown into source of income (e.g. government grants, other grants, sponsorship etc): 







































Total expenditure on costs (i.e staff/fundraising etc): 






Average % spent on running costs (i.e. in every £1 where does it go?): 











































Please give a brief description of the charity and the work undertaken: 



























































































































































































































































RAG can also help your charity with one off events or Street Collections. Please give a list of any known permits / events you would like help with. (These can be emailed throughout the year to vpcommunity@qub.ac.uk as they arise.) 

The charity application deadline is 5:00pm, Friday the 10th February 2011. 

WE WILL ONLY ACCEPT EMAILED APPLICATION FORMS. 

Please send to: su.rag@qub.ac.uk 

Any enquiries please call Aidan Hughes the Vice President Community on: 028 9097 1050, or email: su.vpcommunity@qub.ac.uk 
